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BISHOP FLAGET'S REPORT OF THE DIOCESE OF BARDSTOWN TO 
PIUS VII., APRIL 10, 1815 

( Archivio di Propaganda— America centralo. Vol. 3, fol. 323-326.) 

(Contributed by the Rev. V. F. O'Daniel, 0. P.) 



Beatissime Pater, 

In tanta salutantium conventione, qui in hac Sanctitatis vestrae tam mirabili 
et insperata recuperatione libertatis, ad pedes ejus venerabundi acciderunt; ego 
omnium novissimus, locisque valde remotis degens, cum illis tributum justao 
jubilationis atque congratulationis promere non potui. Sed nunc, Beatissime 
1'ater, cum majorum omnium ardor satis abunde expletus fuit, non recte faciam, 
si tacuero et noluero palam prodere quam boni nuntii fuerit ilia dies novae S. V. 
gloriosaeque assumptionis; et quantum me meamque dioecesim laetitia perfuderit. 
Hoc debeo exultationis testimonium et cathedrae apostolicae, cui de tanti Pon- 
tiflcis sessione congratulor, et tibi Pontifici Maximo, qui Sancti Petri cathedram 
omni exornas virtutum genere, maxime vero invicta ilia et prope divina patientia 
qua exilium, captivitatem et tot aerumnas pertulisti. Debeo et mihi ipsi, propter 
illam, qua in me usus es, benignitatem, cum paulo ante istam captivitatem, 
novos in foederatis Americae statibus episcopos instituens, me pauperrimum de 
stercore erexisti, ut cum principibus populi Dei collocares. 

Litterse Apostolicae Sanctitatis Vestrae apud S. Petrum sub plumbo expedites, 
anno Incarnationis Domini 1808 die 8 aprilis, ad littora nostra die tantum 10 
augusti anni 1810 pervenerunt. Quibus receptis, die quarta novembris ejusdem 
anni, munus consecrationis in me contulit illustrissimus Archiepiscopus Balti- 
morensis assistentibus Bit. DD- Episcopis Gortynae et Philadelphia ; et in eorum 
manibus jursutnentum in Pontiflcali praescriptum fideliter praestiti; atque jam 
dudum litteras istaa ad Beatitudinem Vestram direxissem, nisi continua maris 
pericula et Beatitudinis Vestrae . durissima captivitas obstitissent. 

Redeunte vero Baltimoro, ubi, propter hyemis acerbitatem aliosque plurimes 
obices, quinque menses detentus fueram, profectus sum, comitantibus duobus 
praesbyteris, tribusque alumnis, quasi elementis futuri, quod formare cupiebam, 
seminarii. 

Die 9 Junii anni 1811 pagum Bardensem (Bardstown), Baltimoro 700 cir- 
citer milliaribus distantem, multis perpessis laboribus adveni. Limites hujusce 
dioecesis in decern circiter latitudinis gradus juxta sinistram Mississippi flumi- 
nis ripam extenduntur, et totidem fere in longitudine ducuntur. De ista dioecesi 
et variis eius partibus nunc ratio mihi reddenda est Sanctitati Vestrae. Continet 
tres status, et tria territoria quae nondum in status erecta sunt; videlicet statum 
Kentuckii et statum Tennessii, quae proprie Bardensem dioecesim constituunt; 
statum Ohio, ac territoria Indianum, Illiniense et Michigan, quae prsedictse 
dioecesi annexae fuerunt, donee aliter a Sede Apostolica ordinetur. 

A Kentuckio incipiendum. Clerus Kentuckianus componitur ex sacerdotibuB, 
praeter episcopum, decern, subdiaconis sex, quatuor in niinoribus, ordinibus con- 
stitutis, et sex primae tonsurae initiatis. Sacerdotes sunt primo is qui per annos 
septemdeeim hanc dioecesis Baltimorensis partem, titulo vicarii generalis, guber- 
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navit; deinde ille, quem harum latorem literarum ad Veatram Sanctitatem mitto, 
de cuius quidem profectione maxime doleo, et inconsolabili moerore dolerem, nisi 
mihi spem dedisset se rediturum; quod quidem ut perficiat, Sanctitatis Vestrae 
interpositionem implorare prxsumo. Habeo quoque hie Patrem Capucinum 
natione Hibernum, et mente et oorpore valde infirmum, ideoque pene inutilem. 
Quatuor sunt e Dominicanorum familia prsesbyteri, quorum unus remotam con- 
gregationem regit, alii tres in monasterio vivunt. Duo sunt e Societate S. Sul- 
pitii sacerdotes, scilicet superior seminarii et junior presbyter a me in Kentuckio, 
tribus circiter abhinc annis theologise curriculo, ad sacrum presbyteratus ordinem 
promotus, manet in seminario humaniorum litterarum professor. Subdiaconi 
quinque sunt e familia Sancti Dominici; sextus est e seminarii alumnis, inter 
quos etiam numerantur ii, sive qui minoribus ordinibus sive qui prima tonsura 
sunt deeorati. 

Erect* fuerunt in statu Kentuckii ecclesiae novemdecim; quinque ex coctis 
lateribus, quarum tres nondum perfect® sunt; alise, juxta morem sylvestris hujus 
regionis e ligneis extructso fuerunt, decentes quidem, sed peroptandis domus Dei 
decoraminibus maxime destitute. Septem ex illis Rev. harum latoris studio et 
propriis saepe sumptibus sediflcatse sunt in locia a se invicem maxime dissitis, qua 
pluries in anno, zelo indefesso, peragrabat; et ubi plures alias ecclesias aedificarc 
parabat, nisi obstitisset abeundi desiderium. Istse mihi soli nunc incumbunt, visi- 
tandse atque administranda ; quem enim ad illas mittere possim, habeo neminem. 

Difficile est assignare numerum catholicorum in unaquaque congregatione 
degentium, ob continuas transmigrationes, sive ex veteribus statibus ad Ken- 
tuckium, sive ex una parte istius status ad aliam, vel etiam ad territoria aut 
Louisianam, soli recentioris et pinguioris desiderio. Certum tamen videtur, 
animas catholicorum in isto statu non esse pauciores, quam 10,000. Facile intel- 
liget Sanctitas Vestra quam impossible sit tot animarum curam geri, ut par est, 
a decern sacerdotibus ; prsesertim considerare dignetur ex una parte magnam 
locorum a se invicem distantiam, et ex altera, duos a Fatribus Dominicanis in 
novitiis instituendis et collegio suo regendo, totidemque in seminario nempe 
superiorem et professorem, in erudiendis et ecclesiastica disciplina informandis 
clericis maximam temporis partem consumere. 

Nunc de reditibus ecclesiarum ratio reddenda esset, sed difficile hoc opus et 
arduum. Pluribus quidem ecclesiis praedia addita sunt, sive ab ipsis fidelibus 
empta, sive ab ipsis possessoribus agrorum in novis et hactenus incultis regionis 
partibus, donata, ad promovendam terrarum proximarum venditionem. Sed ex 
plerisque nulli adhuc reditus proveniunt, cum merae sint incultae sylvae, nee quid- 
quam ex iis ante 7 vel 10 annos possit expectari. Patres Dominicani praedium 
sibi emerunt optimum, feracissimum, et ad illorum usus sufficientissimum, 
amplam ecclesiasm et monasterium aedificaverunt. Duo alia sunt praedia, quorum 
reditibus fruuntur sacerdotes iis, in quibus ilia jacent congregationibus inservi- 
entes. Sed prsecipue dicendum de reditu episcopali. 

Cum de eligendo pro statu Kentuckii episcopo ageretur, ad Reverendissimum 
Archiepiscopum scripserat vicarius generalis se sufficientes reditus comparavisse. 
Deinde ipse ad me scripsit in duabus vel tribus epistolis, cum adhuc Baltimoro 
nrorarer, reditum meum episcopalem constare 1° prsedio 364 jugerum, dicto Sancti 
Thomae ob memoriam donatoris, quatuor ab oppido Bardensi milliaribus sito; 
quod pius laicus legaverat episcopo Bardensi tunc temporis existenti, et, quia 
nomen illius ibi non erat certo notum, duobus praeterea sacerdotibus, nempe ipsi 
vicario generali et Rev. harum latori; 2° alio prsedio 100 jugerum, quod jam 
pridem pius laicus adhuc vivens ecclesiae donaverat; 3° agro 37 jugerum oppido 
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contiguo, quod ipse vicarius generalis emerat. Cum vero in dioecesim meam 
advenissem, et hsec postulasaem ad me transferri, variis sub praetextibus se 
facere posse negavit. Post multa colloquia et epistolas hinc inde scriptas, atque 
etiam minas censurarum, cum a sententia non dimoveretur, timens ego ne 
magnum propter notam viri audaciam et contumaciam, oriretur scandalum, 
patienter distuli et procrastinavi. Cum autem necesse haberem iter ad Balti- 
morum suscipere ipseque eodem ire statuisset, proposui ut omnia judicio Illus- 
trissimi Archiepiscopi referrentur. Turn, ut viam reconciliationis facilem exhi- 
berem, Archiepiscopo declaravi me praedio Sancti Thomae contentum fore, ut 
saltern residential proprium locum haberem; coetera illius sacerdotis curse com- 
mittens, attamen sub inspectione mea. Archiepiscopo ita fieri judicanti tandem 
annuit. Sed, luctuosum dictu! ita ipse confecit, me non advertente nee de bona 
ipsius fide vel minimum dubitante, chirographum, quo jus suum ad totum proe- 
dium in me transferre censebatur, ut revera transtulerit tantum jus ad dimidium, 
nee ipsa domus, in qua nunc cum seminario meo resideo in illo includatur. Hoc 
neque tunc suspicatus sum, nee etiam nunc suspicarem, nisi de eo jaetasset; quod 
quidem me incitavit ut chirographum strictius examinarem, ubi rem ita esse uti 
iactaverat, reperi. Propter istas ambages et multas alias quas mihi suscitavit, 
factum est ut necdum potuerim nee forsan per longum tempus possum cathe- 
dralem ecclesiam aedifieare. 

Hsec in me, Sanctissime Pater, maximos excitant angores conseientiae, ex 
utraque enim parte coarctor. Si enim talem viri illius agendi normam diutius 
perferam, timeo ne meo officio desim. Si vero sseviam in delinquentem, timeo ne 
pertinacia sua et aperta rebellione maximum suscitet scandalum, et forsan in 
6chisma prorumpat; quod maxime pertimescendum est in ista regione, ubi prin- 
cipia libertatis et independentise ad summum. apicem perducta sunt, et ubi schisma- 
ticus in ipsa constitutione reipublicae praesidium et protectionem inveniret, cum 
effrcnata quidlibet scribendi aut dicendi lieentia. lam Illmum Archiepiscopum 
ea de re consului. At Sanctitatis Vestrae circa istum et alios plurimos difficiles 
casus, quos ad Eminentissimum Cardinalem di Pietro transmisi, sententiam et 
directionem humillime postulo. 

Omni fere spe destitutus evangelicos operarios ex Europa obtinendi, ab initio 
episcopatus mei statueram formare seminarium clericorum. Quosdam juvenes 
jam mecum e Gallia adduxeram, qui me, ut jam dixi, in Kentuc'dum comitati 
sunt. Post sex menses, die quinta decembris 1811, inceptum est opus seminarii 
in ipsa domo, quam pius laicus supra memoratus legaverat, et quam bona eius 
vidua, qua; jus illius ad mortem usque retinendae viri sui testamento habebat, 
generoso animo mihi cedere voluit. Parva fuerunt initia, lentusque progressus; 
nobis enim plerique alumni a primis non solum latinae linguae, vel grammaticse, 
sed etiam lectionis et primarum literarum elementis erudiendi sunt, propter 
magnam hujusce regionis ignorantiam et fere barbariam. Attamen seminarium, 
quasi granum sinapis, divina miseratione crescit, et spem affert quorundam mes- 
sorum, sed, heu! quam paucorum pro tanta messe! plerique alumni nostri sumpti- 
bus sustentantur. Multum quidem abest quin prsedium, quod incolimus, tantis 
impensis sufficiat, sed hucusque nobis piorum aliquot amicorum eleemosynis 
degentes pueri bona sunt indole, optimo ingenio, ad pietatem propensi et quotidie 
in scientia et virtute profleientes. Illorum amnios maxima erga S. Sedem Apos- 
tolicam veneratione, fllialique in communem fidelium Patrem amore, diligenter 
imbufmus. Sanctitatis Vestrce captivitatem et serumnas maximo cum dolore 
audierunt, sincero affeetu lamentati sunt, magnaque sollicitudine de his ssepe a 
nobis perconctabantur. Enixas ad Deum preces pro ejus liberatione Deo obtuler- 
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unt, mos fuit iu isto seminario, siout et in Baltimorensi, quotidie recitandi psal- 
mum 120 cum w. Esto ei, etc., Nihil proficiat etc., Mitte ei etc., et oratione 
Deus omnium etc., usque ad faustum Sanctitatis Vestrae restaurationis nuntium. 
Publicas etiam preces in ecclesiis diebus dominicis et testis Deo mandaveramus 
offerri, addebaturque quotidie in missa prsefata oratio. 

Superior Seminarii est Sacerdos e Societate Sancti Sulpitii (ad quam etiam 
meipsum pertinere gestio) qui cum veteri amicitia, cum zelo eeclesiasticse dis- 
cipline, quod ex ilia Societate hausit, mini commendabilis est et carissimus. 
Circa istum mihi liceat aliquid addere Sanctitati Vestrae. Rumor ad meas aurea 
pervenit Illmum Archiepiscopum cogitasse de eo Sanctitati Vestrse proponendo, 
vel etiam jam forsan proposuisse, pro episcopatu Philadelphiensi. Ad Sanctita- 
tem Vestram pedes humillime provolutus enixe etiam atque etiam obsecro ne me 
privet adjutorio dioecesi mess tantopere necessario; quo destituar, jam seminar- 
ium meum dissolvi necesse est. Ego vero omni fere privor consilio, omni in tot 
adversis solatio, solusque medias inter difficultates, labores atque molestias, 
derelinquor. 

Ad piam puellarum educationem, mea authoritate fundatse sunt due com- 
munitates, piarum mulierum, una Beatse Virgini juxta crucem Jesu stanti 
dedicata; cujus membra, post debitum probationis tempus, sese votis simplicibus 
religionis obligant, undecim nunc constat puellis, quae bonum Christi odorem jam 
undequaque spargunt. Hujus auctor et fundator est Rev. Carolus Nerinckx, 
harum lator, qui suas puellas relinquit desolatas et multo moerore confectas, 
utpote quae dilectum amittunt patrem, nee ullum habent qui vices illius suppleat ; 
quod ut fiat sollicitis a Deo precibus postulare non desinunt. Altera a me ipso 
congregata est non longe a seminario, sub regula puellarum charitatis Sancti 
Vincentii a Paulo. Decern constat puellis pietate, humilitate, obedientia aliisque 
religiosis virtutibus jam conspicuis. Puellarum sui sexus educationem, orphan- 
orum, pauperum, et aegrotorum curam, aliaque misericordiae opera complectuntur. 
Maxima ex illis, si Deus faveat, speranda, pro salute proximorum, utilitas. 

Hasc sunt quae de ecclesia Kentuckii Sanctitati Vestrae exponenda habebam; 
nunc de aliis statibus et territoriis dicendum. 

In vicino statu Tennessii viginti quinque circiter sunt familise catholicorum 
omnibus prorsus ecclesise auxiliis destitutorum. Semel aut iterum, pluribus 
abhinc annis, a sacerdote Kentuckii visitatae fuerunt; tandem enim possibile mihi 
fuit ad eos pergere. In statu Ohio 50 familias, in meo ad Baltinvorum itinera 
reperi: plurimas alias audio esse in variis ejusdem status partibus dispersas, 
quas ex quo in istas plagas migrarunt, nullum viderunt sacerdotem. Hinc plerse- 
que earum quas vidi, suae religionis fere oblitae sunt, suosque liberos in omnimoda 
ignorantia educant. Hanc quoque gregis mihi commissi partem incultam, defectu 
operariorum, cogor relinquere; vix enim semel in anno missionarium ad illos 
mittere possum. 

In territorio Indiano est oppidum vulgo dictum Poste Vineennes cujus habita- 
tores maxima ex parte Galli sunt, qui illus e Canadiensibus oris olim migrarunt. 
Parochia dicitur Sancti Francisci Xaverii, mihi quidem carissima est utpote a 
me per tres annos gubernata, statim post meum in foederatce Americas provincial 
adventum. Hanc nuper cum maxima consolatione visitavi, in eaque 230 et 
amplius personas confirmavi. Constat 130 familiis, quarum numerus cito maxime 
augeretur, si possem hie pastorem constituere. Donee hoc mihi Dominus possi- 
bile faciat, ne penitus ibi religio exstinguatur, statui bis in anno ad eos e Ken- 
tuckio mittere. Sufflciens ibi erit reditus ad duorum missionariorum 8 us- 
tentationem. 
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In territorio Illiniensi tree sunt parochiae quas etiam proxime elapso visitavi 
autumno. Ibi duo sunt sacerdotes, quorum unus e Gallia in Hispaniam fugere 
peraecutione coactus est; unde postea transivit in Amcricam, nunc annis pene 
confectus. Alter est praesbyter Canadiensis, qui cum licentia sui episcopi, ad 
illas partes perrexit. In istis tribus parochiis 120 circiter familieo catholicorum 
reperiuntur, praeeipue Qallorum. Americani qui illas plagas incolunt, plerique e 
grege haeretioorum, omnibus fere suarum sectarum ministris sunt destituti, et ad 
catholicam fidem facili negotio adducerentur, si essent ibi missionarii, qui zelo 
et doctrines illorum linguae peritiam adjungerent. Nulli sunt in illis parochiis 
reditus fixi, stipendia a fldelibus, pastoribus solvuntur. 

In opposita ripa fluminis Mississippi, quae Louisiana superior nuncupatur, sex 
parochias quae ad dioecesim Neo-Orleanensem pertinent, utpote meae contiguas, 
visitavi, et quidem cum magna consolatione et fructu animarum non modico. 
Scintillam enim fidei ibi non penitus extinctam nova et inusitata episcopi praesen- 
tia resuscitavit. Quinque ex Gallis, una ex Americanis, constant. In istis paro- 
chiis, et in tribus supra memoratis in sinistra ripa, 1200 personis sacramentum 
confirmationis admindstravi. Unum tantum reliqui in iBta plaga sacerdotem ex 
Ordine S. Bernardi et congregatione Trappistarum, qui nunc a superioribus, cum 
magno illarum parochiarum detrimento, et maxima contra meara inclinationem 
revocatur. Inde quippe net ut congregatio Americanorum omni privetur spirit- 
ual! adjumento, et quinque Gallorum parochiae nullum obtineant, nisi quod illis 
identidem administrare poterunt duo missionarii in sinistra ripa constituti. 

In territorio Michigan est parochia quae dicitur Sanctae Annas in oppido vulgo 
dicto Detroit, adeo numerosa ut necessa videatur illam in duas scindere; 1500 
animas contlnet; alia est in loco vulgo dicto la Riviere aux Raisins, cujus nomen 
ignoro; 600 circiter animis consistena. Utraque regitur a sacerdote Sancti Sul- 
pitii. Decimas ei solvunt parochiani. Has non potui visitare, propter bellum 
quod tempore meae visitationis in illis locis exardebat. Praeterea, in mea excur- 
sione audivi de quatuor Gallorum congregationibus in medio Indianorum consti- 
tutis, quae ad meam dioecesim pertinent; unam in superioribus Mississippi parti- 
bus, aliam in loco vulgo dicto Chicagou, aliam ad littus laci Michigan, quartam 
denique versus originem fluminis Illiniensium, neque per tempus per bellum mihi 
licuit illos visitare. 

Quid dicam Sanctitati Vestrae de multitudine haeriticorum inter quos versamitr ? 
Tres praecipuae sectae hie vigent, Praesbyterianorum, Anabaptistarum et Methodis- 
tarum. In quibusdam locis invenitur secta quaedam Quakerorum. Maxima pars 
eorum, qui ad illas seetas pertinent, omnino ignorant propriam suae sectae doc- 
trinam. Innumeri sunt homines, qui nullam sectam profltentur, sed in omnimoda 
indifferentia vivunt, quorum Deus aut mammon aut venter est. Si copia mis- 
sionariorum afforet multi ad ecclesiam catholicam facile reduci possent, praesertim 
ubi nullum habent suae religionis ministrum. 

Quid dicam de innumeris Indianorum gentibus, quae vastas incolunt regiones 
sive ex utraque parte fluminis Mississippi, sive ex utraque parte usque ad 
illorum fluviorum fontes; quarum pleraeque de Evangelio nunquam audierunt. 
Inter aliquot ex illis cernuntur quidem aliqua praedieatae olim vestigia externa 
fidei; interna autem nulla deprehendi possunt. Hie, Beatissime Pater, apertum 
est ostium magnum et evidens propagation! evangelii. Dominus Clark qui 
cum pluribus comitibus fluvium Missouri per spatium 3000 milliarium ascendit, 
montes ex quibus ducit originem, pertransivit, et per fluvium Columbiam ex 
altera parte montium, usque ad mare paciflcum descendit, mihi asseruit 
innumeras se invenisse indianas nationes ex utraque parte montium, quae prius 
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nunquam homines albos viderant, et quas testatur esse mansuet* atque 
humanissimae indolis, quae proinde baud difficile sub evangelii jugo colla flect- 
erent. Quern mittam? et quis ibit nobis? Dum haec et similia mente revol- 
verem, quanto mentem meam gaudio perfudit nuntius de reatauratione Societatis 
illius egregiae virorum apostolicorum, qui saeeulis proxime elapsis lumen Evangelii 
tot barbarorum gentibus intulerunt! quam pretiosa etiamnum extant, in 
loois quse perlustravi, illorum zeli et sanctitatis vestigia! Hos arbitror, Sanc- 
tissime Pater, esse viros quos Deus ad grande illud opus destinavit; ut scilicet 
evangelium regni praedicetur in toto mundo, numerus electorum impleatur, et 
tunc omnia rei finis adveniat. Quam- felicem me existimarem, si quando ex 
illo insigni et mihi speeialiter dilecto Ordine aliquot ad me missionarii mit- 
terentur. Amplum certe invenirent suo zelo campum in parochiis SS. Genovefse, 
Ludovici, Ferdinandi, Caroli, etc. ex quibus obvius est et facilis ad Indianos 
transitus. 

Haec sunt praecipua, Sanctissime Pater, quae Sanctitati Vestrae circa huius 
dioecesis administrationem proponenda habebam. Nunc ad pedes Beatitudinis 
Vestrae humillime prostratus suppliciter oro atque deprecor ut paternam bene- 
dictionem et pastori et gregi liberaliter impertiri dignetur. Christus Dominus 
Sanctitatem Vestram quam diutissime nobis servet incolumem. 

Bardstown die 10 aprilis anni 1815. 

Beatitudinis Vestrae 
indignus et humillimus servus, 
lifl Benedictus Josephus, 
Bardensis episcopus. 

(Translation.) 
Most Holy Father, 

Among such a great number of congratulations on the part of those who, 
filled with veneration, have cast themselves at Your feet on account of the 
very remarkable and unexpected recovery of Your Holiness' liberty, 1 as the 
least of them all and living at such a great distance, I was not able to join 
with them in their just tribute of happiness and felicitation.* Now, however, 
Most Holy Father, since the strong desire of all the older Bishops has been 
abundantly fulfilled, I should not act rightly if I kept silence and did not 
declare publicly what great joy filled my diocese and myself to learn of 
Your recent glorious resumption of the Apostolic Throne. I owe this testimony 
of exultation both to the Apostolic See which I congratulate on its possessing 
so eminent a Pontiff, and to You, who, as Supreme Pontiff, adorn the Chair 
of St. Peter with every kind of virtue, but especially with that indomitable and 
almost divine patience with which You endured Your exile and captivity with 
their innumerable trials. I owe it also on my own account for the kindness 



1 Pius VII (1800-1823) was arrested by JSapoleon's order on July 5, 1809, and was imprisoned 
at Savona until May, 1812, when he was removed to Fontaineblcau. He was released 
early in 1814, and returned to Rome in the spring of that year. 

2 On April 8, 1808 Pius VII by the Bulls Pontifici munerit and Ex debito paitoralit officio, 
erected the Sees ot New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Bardstown. Benedict Joseph Flaget, 
a Sulpician (1763-1850), was elected to the See of Bardstown. He refused the honor and 
returned to France to escape the burdens of the episcopate; but his superior. Father Emery 
made it known to him that Pius VII would accept no refusal. Bishop Flaget then returned 
to Baltimore and was consecrated (November 8, 1810), by Archbishop Carroll. He reached 
his Diocese June 9, 1811. 
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■which You showed to me, when shortly before that captivity, in establishing 
new Bishops in the United States, You lifted poor me out of the dunghill 
to set me up with the princes of the people of God. 8 

The Apostolic letter of Your Holiness written from St. Peter's and despatched 
under the leaden seal in the year of the Incarnation of our Lord 1808, on the 
eighth day of April, came to our shores only on the tenth day of August, 1810.* 
On the fourth day of November of the same year in which the letter was received, 
the illustrious Archbishop of Baltimore, with the assistance of the Right 
Beverend Bishops of Gortyna and Philadelphia,' consecrated me Bishop; and 
in their presence I faithfully took the oath prescribed in the Pontifical. Long 
ago I would have sent this letter direct to Your Holiness, had not the uninter- 
rupted series of risks on sea and Your own cruel captivity prevented me. 

On my return I was detained five months in Baltimore on account of the 
severe winter and many other obstacles. Thence I set out accompanied by 
two priests and three pupils who were to form the beginning, as it were, of 



' The Rev. John Cheverus, a French missionary, was appointed Ordinary of the See of 
Boston ; Rev. Michael Egan, O. S. F., to that of Philadelphia ; and Revs. Benedict Joseph Flaget, 
S. S., and Richard Luke Concanen, an eminent Irish Dominican long resident at Rome, to the 
Sees of Bardstown and New York respectively. Doctor Concanen was consecrated at Rome, 
April 24, 1808 ; but, as Napoleon Bonaparte held all the Italian seaports under blockade, he 
could not reach his Diocese. He died at Naples, where he had gone in the hope of sailing for 
the United States, June 19, 1810. Since the Bishop of. New York had been entrusted with the 
papers regarding these affairs of the American Church, the same causes that prevented him from 
coming to America also prevented these documents from reaching their destination. Hence 
the delay in Bishop Flaget's consecration spoken of a few lines later on in this account of 
his Diocese. 

♦This statement of Bishop Flaget, that the letters oil Pius VII appointing him to the See 
of Bardstown did not arrive in America until August 10, 1810, suggests a doubt on three points 
in the history of the Church in the United States, which, though of minor moment, the 
Catholic historian would like to see definitely settled. The original papal documents erecting 
our first Archbishopric and four new American Sees and appointing their occupants, seem to 
have been lost or destroyed by French officials on the death of Doctor Concanen. But Concanen, 
before he attempted to sail from Naples, had authentic copies of these papers made, one set of 
which he placed In the hands of (Rev.?) John Agenti, his agent at Rome, and sent another 
to Father Emery, superior of the Sulpicians in France, and a friend of Archbishop Carroll. 
(Concanen, Rome, March 26, 1810, to Rev. Ambrose Marechal, Lyons, France: Baltimore 
Archive!, Oase 14, U 4). In the meantime BiBhop-elect Flaget had gone to France in the 
hope of being freed from the episcopal burden. Obliged to accept the See of Bardstown, he 
returned to America for his consecration. Shea, (Life and Times of Archbishop Carroll, p. 678. 
New York, 1888), tells us that Monsignor Quarrantotti forwarded copies of the above papal 
papers to Archbishop Carroll by Rev. Maurice Virola, O. S. F., but that Flaget returned to the 
United States in August, 1810, bringing with him the copies sent to Father Emery; and 
that Archbishop Carroll acted on the authority of the copies brought by Flaget, when he 
proceeded to the consecration of the new Bishops and to place their Dioceses under their charge. 
On the other hand, Spalding, (Life oj Bishop Flaget, p. 65. Louisville 1852), says Flaget 
returned to Baltimore early in July, 1810. Webb, (The Centenary oj Catholicity in Kentucky, 
p. 214. Louisville 1884), agrees with Spalding. The three doubtful points are: 1) The date 
of Bishop Flaget's return to Baltimore. 2) Did Flaget bring with him to America the copies 
of the papal documents which Concanen sent to Father Emery? This would seem improbable, 
if as Spalding (0. c, p. 165) states, Flaget sailed from France, April 10, 1810; for Con- 
canen's letter to Marechal, of March 26, shows that these copies were not then completed. 
3) What copies of these documents did Archbishop Carroll use as authorization for consecrating 
Bishops Cheverus, Egan and Flaget? 

* Bishop Leonard Neale, S. J., then coadjutor to Baltimore and afterwards its second Arch- 
bishop and Bishop Michael Egan. Bishop Egan was consecrated on October 28, and Bishop Chev- 
erus on November 1, — both by Archbishop Carroll, and both in old Saint Peter's Cathedral, 
Baltimore. Bishop Flaget was consecrated in Saint Patrick's Church, Fell's Point, now a 
part of the city of Baltimore. 
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the future Seminary which I was anxious to erect.' On the ninth day of June, 
in the year 1811, after undergoing many hardships, I reached the village of 
Bardstown, a distance of about 700 miles from Baltimore. The limits of this 
Diocese extend for about ten degrees of latitude up the left bank of the Missis- 
sippi River, and almost as many degrees in longitude. 

I must now write to Your Holiness a statement concerning this Diocese and 
its various divisions. It embraces three States and three Territories which have 
not yet been erected into States, namely, the State of Kentucky and the State of 
Tennessee, which States constitute the Diocese of Bardstown proper, the State of 
Ohio, and the Territories of Indiana, Illinois and Michigan which have been 
joined to the aforesaid Diocese until it shall be otherwise ordered by the Apos- 
tolic See. 

To begin with Kentucky: the clerical body of Kentucky consists of ten 
priests besides the Bishop, six subdeacons, four students in minor orders and 
six who have been admitted to tonsure. The priests are: first, the one who 
for seventeen years governed this part of the Diocese of Baltimore as Vicar 
General.* Next, the one whom I am sending as the bearer of this letter to 
Your Holiness and at whose departure I am especially pained and would feel 
an inconsolable sorrow had I not the hope of his return.' And, that he may 
do this, I venture to ask the intervention of Your Holiness. I have also here 
a Capuchin Father, an Irishman by birth, very infirm in mind and body, and 
therefore hardly serviceable.* There are four priests of the Dominican Order, 
one of whom has charge of a distant congregation; the other three live in their 
monastery. 10 There are two priests of the Society of St. Sulpice, namely, the 
Superior of the Seminary and a young priest whom I ordained in Kentucky 
after a course of three years or more in theology. He resides in the Seminary 
as professor of classics. 1 * There are five subdeacons who belong to the Order 
of St. Dominic; the sixth is one of the pupils of the Seminary, among whom 
are also numbered those who are in minor orders and those who have received 
tonsure." 



• The two priests were Revs. John B. David, afterwards coadjutor to Bishop Flaget, and 

< Savine, a Canadian. The three students were Messrs. Guy Ignatius Chabrat, a subdeacon 

and later the first priest ordained in Kentucky and later coadjutor to Bishop Flaget, Anthony 

Deydier and Derigaud. Both Deydier and Derigaud became priests. These students had 

been brought from France by Flaget on his return to America. 

* Rev. Stephen Theodore Badin. 
8 Rev. Charles Nerinckx. 

»A Father O'Flynn. 

m Revs. Samuel T. Wilson, Provincial ; Edward D. Fenwick, later the first Bishop of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; William K. Tuite, and Robert A. Angier. Father Angicr had charge of Saint 
Francis (now Saint Dominic's), Scott County, and of succursal missions in northern and 
western Kentucky. Fathers Wilson, Tuite, and Fenwick made their home at Saint Rose's 
Priory; but the latter spent nearly all his time on the missions. 

11 Rev. John B. David and Guy Ignatius Chabrat. Father Chabrat was ordained in the 
Dominican church of Saint Rose, Dec. 2S, 1811. 

"The five subdeacons belonging to the Order of Saint Dominic were: Richard P. Miles, later 
the first Bishop of Nashville, Tennessee, Samuel L. and Stephen H. Montgomery, William T. 
Willett, and Nicholas D. Young, who afterwards became one of Ohio's most efficient missionaries. 

The subdeacon at the seminary was either Anthony Deydier or Derigaud, that is, one 

of the two young Frenchmen who accompanied the bishop to Kentucky. It will be noticed 
that while Bishop Flaget, at the beginning of this paragraph, says there were ten priests 
in Kentucky, he mentions only nine in particular. The tenth must have been Rev. Peter 
Schaeffer. Webb (Centenary of Catholicity in Kentucky, pp. 145 146), thinks he was ordained 
late in 1814. Yet the Bishop says nothing of this ordination. It could hardly have been the 
silenced priest whom Shea more than once, and quite erroneously, calls a Dominican, 
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Nineteen churches have been erected in the State of Kentucky. Five are of 
brick; three of them have not yet been finished. The others, according to the 
custom of this forest region, have been constructed of ■wood." They are well- 
constructed indeed, but lack those ornaments which are especially desirable for 
the House of God. Seven of them the Reverend bearer of this letter has 
erected through his own zeal and often at his own expense in places far distant 
from one another. These in his unwearied zeal he visits many times in a 
year, and he was preparing to build some other churches, had not the desire 
of going away hindered him. These churches are now a charge on myself 
alone. I must visit and manage them for I have no one to send to them. It 
is difficult to give the exact number of the Catholics living in each congregation 
on account of continual emigrations, either from the older States to Kentucky, 
or from one part of that State to another, or also to the Territories, or to 
Louisiana, on account of the desire for new and more fertile ground. However, 
it seems certain that the Catholic souls in this State number not less than 
10,000. Your Holiness will easily understand how impossible it is for so many 
souls to be properly looked after by ten priests. What is especially worthy 
of consideration is that the places are far distant from one another and that 
two of the Dominican Fathers spend the greater part of their time in training 
their novices and in caring for their college; and two other priests are in the 
Seminary acting as Superior and professor, in educating and training our 
clerics in ecclesiastical discipline." 

I must now render an account of the revenue of the churches. This is, 
however, a difficult and onerous task. To many of the churches properties 
have been added, either bought by the faithful themselves or donated by the 
owners in new and hitherto uncultivated parts of this region, for the purpose 
of promoting the sale of bordering lands. But from many of them up to this 
time no revenues have been received, since they are mere uncultivated forests 
and nothing can be expected from them before seven or ten years. The 
Dominican Fathers bought for themselves an excellent property, very fertile 
and quite ample for their own use. They have built a large church and 
monastery. There are two other properties whose revenues are enjoyed by 
the priests serving the congregations in which these properties lie. 1 ' 

But in particular I must say this with regard to the episcopal revenues: 
when the question was raised about choosing a Bishop for the State of Ken- 
tucky, the Vicar General had written to the Most Reverend Archbishop [Carroll] 



*• One of the two completed brick churches was that of Saint Rose belonging to the Domini- 
can Fathers. The other was probably the Church of Saint Patrick, Danville, although a letter 
of Father Badin, which the annotator cannot now lay hands on, gives reason for thinking that 
that church might have been sold before it was completed for the debts of one David Mcllvoy, 
the donator of the land on which it stood, and for which no deed had been given. One of 
the three in course of construction was probably that of Saint Hubert (now Saint Augustine's), 
Lebanon. The other two are unknown to the annotator. Various log or wooden churches were 
widely scattered throughout the State. 

" Fathers David and Chabrat taught at the Seminary, and Fathers Wilson and Tulte at the 
Dominican college and novitiate. 

"Bishop Flaget could hardly have known of the dire poverty of the Dominican father?, 
when he wrote of their prosperous condition. At this time they were sorely pressed with 
debts, and many of their collegians were rather objects of charity than a means of support. 
For a fair history of their priory and college in the early days, see Dominican Year Book, 
(1918), pp. 74 ff., article, Saint Rote Priory, near Springfield, Kentucky. The two other farms 
were one attached to the Church of Saint Francis in Scott County, and the other possibly a 
small part of land belonging to one of the missions attended from that place. 



314 DOCTTMEITTS 

that he had found sufficient revenues. Then he himself wrote to me in two 
or three letters, while I was yet stationed in Baltimore, that my episcopal 
revenues consisted of a property of 364 acres, called St. Thomas, 1 ' in memory 
of the donor, and situated about four miles from Bardstown, which a pious 
layman willed to the Bishop of Bardstown, then living; but because the name 
of the Bishop was not known for certain at that time, he willed it to two 
other priests, namely, the Vicar General himself, and the Keverend bearer of 
this letter. Secondly, of another property of 100 acres which had been donated 
sometime before by a pious layman who is still living. Thirdly, of a field 
of 37 acres, close to the town, bought by the Vicar General himself. But when 
I arrived in my Diocese and asked that this be transferred to me, on various 
pretexts he said that he could not do so. After many discussions and letters 
written between us, and even after threats of censures, because of his stub- 
bornness in his opinion, fearing that great scandal might arise if the man's 
boldness and contumacy were known, I waited patiently and kept putting the 
matter off. When I was obliged to go to Baltimore, however, he decided also 
to go there, and I proposed that everything be referred to the judgment of 
the illustrious Archbishop." Then, to show an easy way of reconciliation, I 
made it clear to the Archbishop that I would be content with the property 
of St. Thomas (that I might have at least my own place for a residence), 
entrusting the rest to the care of that priest, but under my supervision. When 
the Archbishop finally judged it prudent to be arranged in this way, he agreed. 
Sad to say, while I did not think, nor doubt even, anything about his good 
faith, he drew up the document in such a way that it was thought that his 
right to the whole property was transferred to me, but he really transferred 
only his right to half of the property, and the very house in which I am now 
living with my seminarians was not included in the document. At that time, 
I did not suspect this, nor would I suspect it now, had he not boasted of it. 
This, indeed, roused me to examine the document more closely, and there I 
found the matter to be just as he had boasted. On account of these entangle- 
ments and many others which he caused me, I was not able, and perhaps I 
shall not be able for a long time, to build a cathedral church. These matters, 
Most Holy Father, give me great anguish of conscience, for I hesitate between 
two difficulties. If I suffer any longer such conduct on the part of that man, 
1 am afraid of failing in my duty; if I punish his delinquency, I feel that by 
his stubbornness and open rebellion he will stir up great scandal and perhaps 
break out into schism. And such a thing is to be dreaded, especially in this 
country where the principles of liberty and independence are carried to such 
extremes, and where a schismatic finds support and protection in the very 
Constitution of the Republic and has unbridled liberty to write and say whatever 
he pleases. I have already consulted the illustrious Archbishop about this and 



u The donor of this land was Thomas Howard. It was willed to the future Bishop and 
to Fathers Badin and Nerinckx. But the names of the two priests were mentioned merely 
to assure the property to the Church. 

" A letter of Rev. Edward D. Fenwick, O. P., from Saint Rose's, May 26, 1812, to Jacob 
Dittoc, living near Somerset, Ohio, shows that, before it was arranged for Badin to accompany 
Flaget to Baltimore, the Bishop and Fenwick were to make the journey together as far at 
least as Ohio. " I will be with you, if possible, in August or September at the latest. The 
Bishop of Kentucky will also be with you, and between us both, we can surely satisfy you & 
give you all advice &e. necessary." (Archive) of Saint Joteph't, at the College of the Immacu- 
late Conception, Washington, D. C.) Doubtless this arrangement was changed for the one 
mentioned in this document. 
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many other difficult cases which I have forwarded to His Eminence Cardinal 
di Pietro, and I most humbly ask the opinion and direction of Your Holiness 
in this matter." 

Destitute of almost every hope of obtaining co-laborers from Europe, I 
decided at the beginning of my episcopate to establish a Seminary. I had 
already brought with me some young men from France, and, as I have already 
said, they accompanied me to Kentucky. After six months, on the fifth day of 
December, 1811, the Seminary was begun in the house which the above-mentioned 
pious layman had bequeathed and which his good widow, who had the right 
according to the will of her husband of retaining it till her death, was 
generously willing to bestow on me. The beginnings were small and the 
progress slow, for at first very many of the pupils had to be instructed not 
only in Latin and grammar, but also in the very elements of reading and 
writing, such is the great and almost barbaric ignorance of this district. How- 
ever, the Seminary, like the grain of mustard seed, is increasing by divine mercy 
and gives hope of harvest. But, alas, how few for so great a harvest! Many 
of our pupils are maintained at our own expense. The property on which we 
live is far from sufficient for our many expenses; but, so far, by the charity 
of some pious friends, the boys, who are of good chraacter and of fine talent, 
are drawn towards piety and daily advance in knowledge and virtue. We 
are careful to imbue their minds with great veneration for the Holy Apostolic 
See and with filial love for the Father of all the faithful. They heard with 
great sorrow of the captivity and trials of Your Holiness; they lamented it 
with sincere sorrow and they all often speak to us with great anxiety about 
it. It was the custom in this Seminary, just as in Baltimore, to recite daily 
Psalm 120 with the verses Esto ei, etc., Nihil proficiat, etc., Mitte ei, etc., etc., 
and with the prayer Deus omnium, etc., up to the time of the happy announce- 



a The story of Father Badin's refusal to convey the church property in Kentucky to Bishop 
Flaget gives us a peculiar specimen of canon law. During the years that he was Doctor 
Carroll's Vicar General in the State, Badin acquired considerable land for the Church. This, 
under Carroll's instructions, he held in his own name, but in trust for the Church. Yet, 
when the new Bishop arrived, Badin positively refused to give him deeds to any of this 
property. Threats of various ecclesiasical penalties and actual deposition from the position 
of Vicar General failed to have any effect. The matter dragged along from the time of the 
Bishop's arrival in Kentucky until the fall of 1812, when the two went to Baltimore. There 
the affair was laid before Carroll. Bishop Flaget offered to relinquish his claim to the 
revenues (retaining, however, the right of supervision) from all the other diocesan land, 
provided Badin would give him an unconditional deed to the farm on which the Seminary 
and the Bishop's residence stood. This Badin agreed to do, and Carroll was a witness to the 
agreement. A deed was handed to Flaget which, as he believed every thing had been done in 
accordance with the above agreement, he accepted in good faith and did not examine. Nearly 
two years later, hearing that Badin often boasted that he still held legal rights to the Seminary, 
the Bishop examined the deeds and found that he had been given only one-half of the farm ; 
and that this half was not that on which were his residence and Seminary. (Bishop Flaget, 
Feb. 16, 1816, to Rev. John Marechal, Baltimore: Baltimore Archives, Case 21 A, C. 4; anil 
Rev. John David, Saint Thomas' Seminary, June 19, 1815, to Arcbhishop Carroll, Baltimore; 
ibid., Case 3, A 2). Father Badin, writing to Rev. John Marechal, July 14, 1815, gives his 
side of the controversy in a way that is quite characteristic of him. If the missionary's 
letter may be trusted, it would seem, indeed, that, unknown to the Bishop, Father Nerinckx, 
who conveyed his rights to the farm in question to Flaget without protest, encouraged Badin 
in his peculiar course. For in this letter Badin tells Marechal that he had been advised . . . 
" by some respectable clergymen to whom I communicated the original writings. . . ." As 
Father Nerinckx was about the only friend Badin had left among the clergy of Kentucky ?t 
this time, he would seem to have been the adviser. (Rev. Stephen T. Badin, July 14, 1815, to 
Rev. John Marechal, Baltimore: Baltimore Archive), Case 18, I 1). 
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ment of the restoration of Your Holiness. We had ordered public prayers to 
be offered up to God also in the churches on Sundays and Feast-Days and 
the above-mentioned prayer was daily added to the Maes. 

The Superior of the Seminary is a priest of the Society of St. Sulpice (of 
which I too am happy to be a member), who, on account of our old friendship 
and on account of his zeal for ecclesiastical discipline which he imbibed from 
that Society, is very commendable and dear to me. Concerning him^ may I 
be permitted to say something to Your Holiness. The rumor has come to me 
that the most illustrious Archbishop had considered proposing him to Your 
Holiness, or perhaps he has already proposed him, for the Bishopric of Phila- 
delphia. Prostrate most humbly at the feet of Your Holiness, I beseech You 
strongly not to deprive me of so great and so necessary a helper in my diocese. 
If I should lose him it would be necessary, indeed, to dissolve my Seminary. 
In truth, I am deprived of almost all counsel and of all consolation in innumer- 
able adversities, and I am left alone in the midst of difficulties, hardships and 
trials. 

For the religious education of girls, two communities of women have been 
established by my authority. One is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin at the 
Foot of the Cross of Jesus, and its members after a sufficient time of probation 
bind themselves by the simple vows of religion.™ This community now consists 
of twelve young women who are diffusing the good odor of Christ on all sides. 
The author and founder of this order is Rev. Charles Nerinckx, the bearer of 
this letter, who leaves his young charges desolate and afflicted with deep sorrow, 
for surely they are losing a beloved Father and they have no one to take his 
place. And that this may be done they cease not to ask from God with anxious 
prayers. The other community I founded myself not far from the Seminary, 
under the rule of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. It consists 
of ten young women, already spoken well of for their piety, humility, obedience, 
and other religious virtues. They are engaged in the education of girls, the care 
of orphans, of the poor and sick, and in other works of mercy. The greatest help, 
if God favors us, is expected from them for the salvation of our neighbors. 

Such are the facts which I desired to set before Your Holiness about the 
Church of Kentucky. 

To come now to the other States and Territories. In the neighboring State 
of Tennessee there are about twenty-five Catholic families, who are destitute 
of every help of the Church. Once or twice, many years ago, they were visited 
by a priest from Kentucky;" at length it was possible for me to go to them. 
On my journey to Baltimore I found fifty Catholic families in the State of 
Ohio. I heard that there are many others scattered in various parts of the 
same State, but those who have migrated from that State to these regions have 
never seen a priest. Hence many of those I met have almost forgotten their 
religion and they are bringing up their children in complete ignorance. And 
this' neglected portion of the flock committed to me, I am compelled to leave 



"The Sisters of Loretto at the foot of the Cross of Jesus were founded in 1812 by Father 
Charles Nerinckx. Cf. Maes, Life of Rev. Charles Nerinelcx. Cincinnati, 1880; Mihooub, 
Loretto Annals of the Century. New York, 1912. A new biography oil Father Nerinckx is 
In course of publication by the present chaplain of the Loretto Mother House, the Rev. William 
J. Howlett. 

" Father Badin visited Tennessee once or twice. 
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on account of lack of workers, for I can scarcely send a missionary to them 
even once a year.* 1 

In the Territory of Indiana is a town known as Poste Vinoennes, and its 
inhabitants are for the most part French who formerly migrated thither from 
the borders of Canada. There is a parish called St. Francis Xavier, and it is 
indeed very dear to me as I had charge of it for three years immediately after 
my coming to the Province of the United States." I visited this parish lately 
with the greatest consolation and confirmed over 230 persons there. It consists 
of 130 families whose number would soon be greatly increased if I could send 
a priest there. Until the Lord makes this possible to me, in order that the 
faith may not be wholly extinguished there, I decided to send a priest from 
Kentucky to them twice in the year. There will be sufficient revenue there for 
the support of two missionaries. 

In the Territory of Illinois there are three parishes which I also visited 
the past autumn." There are two priests there, one of whom was forced to 
flee on account of the persecution from France into Spain, whence he afterwards 
crossed to America. He is very much enfeebled by his years." The other is a 
Canadian priest who came to these parts with his Bishop's permission." In 
these three parishes there are about 120 families, mostly French. The Americans 
who inhabit these regions, are for the most part heretics, and are generally 
without ministers of their own sects and could be brought into the Catholic 
faith with little difficulty if there were missionaries who joined to their zeal 
and doctrines a knowledge of the language of these people. There are no 
fixed revenues in these parishes. Stipends are paid by the faithful to their 
pastors. 

On the opposite bank of the Mississippi Eiver, which is called Upper 
Louisiana, I visited, since they arc close to my Diocese, six parishes which 
belong to the Diocese of New Orleans; and indeed with great consolation and 
not a little harvest of souls." For the spark of faith, not yet thoroughly 
extinct, was revived by the new and unusual presence of a Bishop. Five of 
the parishes are made up of French, one of Americans. In these parishes and 



* Hev. Edward D. Fenwick, O. P., was the missionary who visited Ohio. For his labors 
there see Dominican Year Book, 1913, pp. 88-90: article, Saint Rose Priory ■ near Springfield, 
Kentucky. Spalding, Life of Bishop Flaget, pp. 108 ss., gives an account of the Bishop's journey 
through Ohio. The annotator of this article discovered, in the summer of 1914, Bishop 
Fiaget's Journal of his journey, which was thought to be lost, in the library of the former 
diocesan Seminary at Preston Park, Louisville. It is now in possession of Bishop O'Donaghue, 
of Louisville, Kentucky. 

33 Bishop Flaget was a missionary at Post-Vincennes, 1793-95. 

" These were the parishes of Cahokia, Kaskaskia and Prairie du Bocher. 

"The Rev. Donatian Olivier. 

" This was Father Savine who accompanied Bishop Flaget to Kentucky, in 1811. 

" Spalbiko (Life of Bishop Flaget, pp. 129-143), recounting the journey of Flaget through 
Indiana, Illinois and Missouri from the Bishop's Journal, says he left Kentucky in May and 
returned late in November, 1814. From the same source we learn the names of the following 
places visited to the west of the Mississippi: Saint Louis, Saint Charles, Saint Genevieve, 
Florissant and Portage aux Sioux. A sixth parish mentioned in the Journal as visited, but 
not named, Spaleinu to. c, p. 134, note) surmises might have been Vardennes. A seventh 
congregation that benefitted by Fiaget's zeal was an American Catholic settlement, doubtless 
that mentioned at the end of this paragraph. This settlement is not named, but it was 
probably cither Tucker's Settlement, or that known by the name of Fenwick, begun by settlers 
ol that patronymic from Kentucky. (Of. Mabs ; Life of Rev. Charles Nerinckx, p. 202). A dill- 
gent search failed to locate this volume of Bishop Fiaget's Journal. 
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in the three above mentioned on the left bank, I administered the sacrament 
of Confirmation to 1200 persons. In that region I found only one priest, of 
the Order of the St. Bernard [sic] (Congregation of Trappists), who is being 
recalled by his superiors with great loss to those parishes and much against 
my will." For the result will surely be that the American congregation will 
be deprived of all spiritual aid and the five parishes of French will receive 
no help, unless it be what these two missionaries established on the left bank 
can do for them. 

In the territory of Michigan there is a parish called St. Ann's, in a town 
known as Detroit. It is so large that it seems necessary to divide it into two 
parts. One contains 1500 souls. The other is in a place called La Riviire aux 
Raisins, the name of which I do not know, which consists of about 500 souls." 
Each is in charge of a Sulpician." The parishioners pay their tithes to him. 
I could not visit these places on account of the War which was raging in 
these places at the time of my visitation." Besides these, on my journey, I 
heard of four French congregations settled in the midst of the Indians, who 
belonged to my diocese, one on the upper part of the Mississippi, 81 one in the 
place commonly called Chicago, another on the shore of Lake Michigan," a 
fourth near the head of the Illinois River." But neither the time nor the 
war would permit me to visit them. 

What shall I say to Your Holiness about the large number of the heretics 
amongst whom we live. Three principal sects prevail here, the Presbyterians, the 
Baptists and the Methodists. In some places is found also a certain sect called 
Quakers. The majority of those who belong to these sects are wholly ignorant 
of the doctrines proper to their sect. There are a great many who belong to 
no sect at all but live in complete indifference, whose God is either Mammon 
or their belly. If a sufficient number of missionaries were here, many of these 
people could easily be brought back to the Catholic Church, especially in places 
where there is no minister of their own religion. 

What shall I say about the numerous tribes of Indians who inhabit these 
vast regions on both sides of the Mississippi River or on each side up to the 
sources of that stream, and many of whom never heard of the Gospel? Among 
some of them can be seen still some external traces of the faith preached to 
them at one time, but no internal signs can be apprehended. Here, Most Holy 
Father, is open a great and evident door for the propagation of the Gospel. 
Mr. Clark, who ascended the Missouri River for a distance of 3000 miles with 
a large body of companions and crossed over the mountains in which it takes 
its rise, and then along the Columbia River on the other side of the mountains 
to the Pacific Ocean, told me that he found many Indian nations on each side 



" This was Father Mary Joseph Dunand. Father Dunand had been with the Trappists in 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Illinois and Missouri. He remained in the West, when the rest of the 
community left there to return to France. On this short-lived Trappist community cf. Rela- 
tion de ee qui est arrivi a deux Religieux de la Trappe pendant lew sejour aupris dee tauvaget, 
cited by Shea, Vol. i, p. 528. 

** The name of the church on Raisin River was Saint Anthony of Padua. At this time it 
was in a state of decay. 

» Rev. Gabriel Richard. 

"The War of 1812. 

n Probably Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 

*" Probably Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

38 The present name of this town is uncertain. 
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of the mountains who had never seen white men before and whom he testified 
to be of a very mild and gentle nature, who, therefore, would bend their heads 
easily to the yoke of the Gospel. Whom shall I send and who will go for us? 
When I ponder over these and similar things in my mind, great joy is brought 
to my heart by the news of the restoration of that remarkable Society of 
apostolic men who brought the light of the Gospel in years gone by to so 
many barbarous nations." How precious even now are the existing traces of 
their zeal and holiness in the lands which I have traversed. These are the men 
I think, Most Holy Father, whom God has ordained for this magnificent work, 
namely, that the Gospel of the Kingdom be preached in the whole world, that 
the number of the elect be filled, and then that the end of all things come. 
How happy I would be if at some time from that noted and, to me specially 
dear, Order some missionaries were sent to me. They would certainly find 
a large field for their zeal in the parishes of St. Genevieve, St. Louis, St. Ferdi- 
nand, St. Charles, etc., and from these the way to the Indians is clear and easy. 
These are the principal things, Most Holy Father, which I have decided to 
set forth to You concerning the administration of this Diocese, and now, 
humbly prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, I suppliantly beg and beseech 
that You vouchsafe to grant Your kind and paternal benediction to its pastor 
and his flock. May Christ our Lord keep Your Holiness safe for many years 
to come. 

Your Holiness' 

Most unworthy and humble servant, 
ffl, Benedict Joseph, 
Bardstown, Bishop of Bardstown. 

The tenth day of April, of the year 1815. 



' The Society of Jesus, solemnly re-established in 1814 by Pius VII. 



